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Readings: Third Sunday of Easter | USCCB 

 

Now what? 

 Welcome back to school! For those who were here last week, we 

have a pop quiz today. It will be true or false, you will raise your right 

hand if your answer is true, your left hand if your answer is false.  

True or false: Easter lasts 40 days. False, it is 50. 

True or false: last week in the collect prayer we prayed that we 

may come to grasp and understand the mystery of the resurrection. 

True. 

True or false: Easter is a time of scatological instruction. False, it 

is a time of mystagogical instruction.  

True or false: in the gospel from last week, Jesus appeared twice to 

the disciples in a way that parallels Genesis. True! It’s meant to show 

that something new has begun, the resurrection has brought about a new 

creation where the past, present and future is now one reality, and 

Sunday worship is the sign of that happening.  

 Last one, True or False: today we prayed that we may be forever 

young. True, kinda…. Today we pray that we may exalt forever with 

youthfulness of spirit our hope in the resurrection.  

That is the primary focus of today… to keep the youthfulness of 

spirit in our faith… which is important, because often times after we go 

through a moment of joy and excitement, of feeling refreshed and 

renewed, but after a while when the excitement seems to fade away we 
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end up looking around and wondering… okay, now what? And not 

knowing what, could be dangerous.  

This is the question at the heart of the gospel passage we just 

heard. We read this account a couple of months ago from Luke who uses 

the net as an image of the Church casting a net of God’s grace on the 

world, but John’s version today focusses on something slightly different.  

Gospel Context: this story was introduced to John’s gospel much 

later and then added to the end of the gospel, maybe about 50 years after 

the resurrection event, and it was written to help the community deal that 

big question that was on everyone’s mind: now what? Jesus died and 

resurrected, he ascended into heaven and left us the holy Spirit… and 

promised to be with us always until the second coming… whenever that 

would be… now what? They didn’t know what to do because as we 

learned last week, it was a really confusing time to be in.  

Rome had been persecuting Christians, there were so many 

different teachings and ideas of who Jesus was; some claiming that he 

was only a special human but not God, and others that he was only fully 

spirit that had borrowed a human body to free our soul from the trap of 

the physical world (the Gnosticism we mentioned last week). If that 

wasn’t confusing enough, they hear how their main leader, Peter, to 

whom Jesus had given authority and left in charge of this movement to 

tend and feed the sheep, had been killed in a death like Jesus… so now 

they felt like they had no direction… now what? It is done for now? Do 

we just sit around and wait for God’s next big move? The youthfulness 

of spirit that they had felt in the resurrection was fading away. 
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That is the context in which this story was recounted to them, 

which like in Luke’s version is also focused on Peter who is shown as 

experiencing the same thing.  

In the gospel, he and the other disciples had just experienced the 

pain of holy week but also the joy of the resurrection… they had 

encountered Jesus already twice, but more days had passes and now they 

wondered, “now what?” They were not sure what to do next.  

They look at Peter for direction since he had emerged as a leader, 

but he didn’t know either… and as it often happens when you suddenly 

find yourself not knowing what to do, you go back to the only thing that 

is familiar, the only thing you know how to do well, what has given you 

a sense of security, fulfilment, and direction… Peter goes back to where 

he was before he knew Jesus, back to galilee, and back fishing. The 

others, some who were not even fishermen, follow because they didn’t 

know where else to go or what else to do.  

That happens. So many of us experience the youthfulness of 

something new and exciting which seems to change our lives and world. 

In the context of faith, many people might have an incredible moment of 

grace in their life where they experience the power of the resurrection, 

they make changes, easily let go of vices… but when that spiritual high 

wears off, and we realize that not much else around has changed, we are 

left not know what else to do, so often we slowly go back to the past… 

to where we were, we lose the youthfulness in spirit and hope God 

intervenes again. 
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This is where Jesus comes in. Right when Peter is back to his old 

life, Jesus appears and the instruction to cast the net on the right and 

catching the fish is a way of him saying “I am here, and I am not 

finished… not with you, not with the world!”  

Then Jesus does what could probably be the most important thing 

in the whole of scripture… when you are losing youthfulness of spirit 

and are left wondering “now what” the best thing you can do is – go to 

ihop… eat breakfast! Kind off. Breakfast… to break the fast… lent is 

over, the bridegroom is here… he has breakfast with them in a liturgical 

manner, no pancakes though, fish for breakfast, yum. It is there that 

Jesus give peter what to do: tend my lamb, feed my sheep, and get ready 

to follow because there is much to discover. 

John’s gospel is reminding his community, amidst all that was 

happening, that Jesus was not done with them… that their small 

community was part of a grater mission, a greater purpose, and no 

matter what they would go through, either as a small community or as a 

whole church, no matter if they were persecuted, or if their leader was 

gone, or if there were some within the community beginning to teach 

wrong ideas like Gnosticism, or if some within church leadership ended 

up denying Jesus, Jesus was at work, restoring, calling, moving… 

Note the little important detail that John includes: even though 

there were so many fish in the net, the net was not torn. If we take the 

net here as an image of the church, we can remain in youthfulness of 

spirit knowing that the net does not grow old, does not become a thing of 

the past, does not tear regardless of the catch, but is always new, 
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everlasting. If we take the net as an image of our own Christian identity, 

we can remain in youthfulness of spirit in knowing who is leading us 

after baptism. 

We are the community of Holy Spirit in a little suburb of Seattle 

called Kent. We just celebrated Easter Sunday, welcomed new people 

into the Church, and have been renewing our baptism. Whenever any of 

us are left wondering “now what?” and are tempted to just sit and wait 

until the next big thing, until Christmas, or go back to our old ways, 

come to where we break our fast on Sunday morning, and remember that 

Jesus is not done, not with you, not with us, and there is much to do and 

discover.  


